
AUTHORITY AND AUTHORSHIP 



How can fallible People give 
us the Infallible Word of 
God? 

 Is the Bible words of man or is it the Word of 
God? 



Two Passages 

 Romans 1:1 

 2 Timothy 3:13-17 

 (2 Peter 3:15-16) 



Romans 1:1 

 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which 
he promised beforehand through his prophets in 
the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the flesh and 
was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
for the sake of his name among all the nations, 
including you who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ, 



2 Timothy 3:13-17 


13 while evil people and impostors will go on from 
bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have 
learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom[a] you learned it 15 and how from childhood 
you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17 that the man of 
God[b] may be complete, equipped for every 
good work. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 Timothy 3:13-17&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 Timothy 3:13-17&version=ESV


2 Peter 3:15-17 


15 And count the patience of our Lord as 
salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul 
also wrote to you according to the wisdom 
given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when 
he speaks in them of these matters. There are 
some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable 
twist to their own destruction, as they do the 
other Scriptures 



 So the books of the New Testament were 
preserved for us by faithful, hardworking 
copyists. Some of these copies were in a script 
called uncials (referring to manuscripts with all 
capital Greek letters), others were in a script 
called minuscule (referring to manuscripts with 
small Greek letters). A smaller number are called 
papyri because they are very early and written 
on the special paper-like material made from the 
Papyrus plant that was prevalent in the Nile 
Delta. One last group of manuscripts is the 
lectionaries—which were collections of texts for 
reading in public worship. 
 



What’s Simply Staggering 

 Now here is what's amazing. The abundance of these 
manuscripts of the New Testament, or parts of the New 
Testament, as compared to the number of manuscripts for 
all other ancient works is simply staggering. 

 There are 10 existing manuscripts of Julius Caesar's Gallic 
Wars (composed between 58 and 50 B.C.). And all of these 
date from the tenth century or later. 

 There are 20 manuscripts of Livy's Roman History written 
roughly during the time when Jesus was alive. 

 Only two manuscripts exist for Tacitus's Histories and the 
Annals which were composed around A.D. 100—one from 
the ninth and one from the eleventh century. 

 There are only eight manuscripts of the History of 
Thucydides who lived 460-400 B.C. 

 



 Compare those numbers with the manuscripts and 
partial manuscripts for the New Testament. These 
numbers are from the Institute for New Testament 
Textual Research in Muenster, Germany, which is the 
most authoritative collection of such data in the 
world. There are 322 uncial texts, 2,907 minuscule 
texts, 2,445 lectionary portions, and 127 papyri, for a 
total of 5,801 manuscripts. These are all hand-
written copies of the New Testament or parts of the 
New Testament preserved in libraries around the 
world and now captured electronically. No other 
ancient book comes close to this kind of wealth of 
diverse preservation. 
 


