
How to Write a Critique  

Much of the following is taken from Behrens &Rosen, Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum  

 

Being able to respond critically to another piece of writing and generally to the 
opinions of others is an excellent way to begin to hone your critical thinking 
skills. In addition, you may find that these kinds of written assignments appear 
in later college courses. In addition, the summary with critique is the basic 
format for many written situations calling upon an employee to review a 
proposal, a report, or other material and evaluate it for other co-workers (aides 
to senators spend quite a bit of time doing this, but so do doctors who sit on 
various boards at hospitals and engineers who review designs and proposals 
to express their opinion as to whether to approve a bridge design). 

How to write a critique:  

Introduction: Introduce both the passage under analysis and the author. 
State the author’s main argument and the points that you intend to make 
about it. Provide any background material that might help your readers to 
understand the passage, its relevance or appeal. This background might 
include: an explanation of why the subject is of current interest; a reference to 
a possible controversy surrounding the subject of the passage or the passage 
itself; biographical information about the author that is relevant to the main 
argument in the summary.  

Summary: Summarize the author’s main points, making sure to state the 

author’s purpose for writing.  

Critique of the article: Evaluate the validity of the author’s assumptions as 
distinct from your points of agreement or disagreement. Comment on the 
author’s success in achieving his or her purpose by reviewing a few specific 
points. 
In order to determine the validity of the author’s assumptions and claims, ask 
yourself the following questions:  

Is the information presented accurate?  
Is the evidence offered sufficient? 
Is the support specific and detailed?  
Has the author interpreted the evidence fairly?  
Has the author argued logically?  

Conclusion: State your conclusion about the overall validity of the piece of 

writing.  

You may wish to integrate your own response and opinion on the issue into 
either the Analysis section or into a section that appears before the 
Conclusion. If you choose to integrate this into the body paragraphs, you may 
wish to place it after the analysis for each point (stating your opinion on each 
point as you proceed). In either case, make sure that you state the points with 

 

  



which you disagree or agree. In addition, discuss your reasons for agreement 
and disagreement, giving the author credit where points appear valid even if 
you disagree or where they appear less valid even if you agree.  

  

   

 


